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the ships always headed towards land instead of away from it, and for
signals to be used in case of attempted escape.

The foregoing statement has been verified upon careful comparison
with the records by a board of naval officers, consisting of Captain Robley
D. Evans, who commanded the Iowa; Captain Henry C. Taylor, who com-
manded the Indiana; and Lieutenant James H. Sears, who was Commodore
Schley's flag lieutenant on board the Brooklyn, assisted by Ensign Henry
H. Ward, who report that the facts as stated therein correspond with the
facts and military records in the possession of the department.

The advancement of Admiral Sampson was proposed in recognition
of his services in the execution of his duties as commander-in-ehief of all
our ships engaged in the campaign in the West Indies; in the supervision
of all its details wherever distributed; in the blockade of the island of
Cuba; in the convoying and landing of the army and cooperation with its
movements, and in the pursuit, blockade, and destruction of the Spanish
fleet, which destruction, on the 3d of July, by our fleet under his command,
was the consummation of his orders and preparations, beginning on the 1st
day of June. In this connection the despatch of Commodore Schley,, dated
July -lOth, is a pertinent fact.

The advancement of Commodore Schley was proposed in recognition
of his services as next in rank at the victory at Santiago. Where so much
was achieved in this culminating battle and where his ship was such a
conspicuous force in the fight, his conduct while in independent command
prior to June 1st, the record of which has been given above and which by
reason of its unsteadiness in purpose and in push and failure to obey
orders did not meet the approval of the President and the department, was
yet not permitted to stand in the way of his nomination for promotion to
a higher grade for the part he took in the final triumph. In this connec-
tion, a pertinent fact is the letter of Admiral Sampson in which, while not
overlooking Commodore Schley's reprehensible conduct above referred to,
he asks that ample justice be done him for his part in the action of
July 3d.

It is just to both these officers to say that each of them was selected
for his command in the war without solicitation or suggestion on the part
ol himself or of any one in his behalf. The head of the department, under
the approval of the President,, is responsible for these selections, which
were made under the responsibilities of the war situation and in the
exercise of the corresponding discretion in the assignment of officers which
is authorized by law. This 'discretion was exercised solely with a view to
the best interests of the public service, whether wisely or not results show.
Neither of these officers was then the senior of his grade. In the case of
Admiral Sampson he was, just before the breaking out of the war, second
in command to the then commander-in-chief of the North Atlantic fleet,
and, upon the illness of the latter, became its senior officer. He had been
with it during all its evolutions and practice of the previous year, pos-
sessed the confidence of its officers to a very high degree, was familiar with
its workings, and had had special experience and training in ordnance.